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1
CONTROL METHOD FOR FINGERPRINT
RECOGNITION APPARATUS

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority of Taiwan Patent Appli-
cation No. 103126347, filed on Aug. 1, 2014, the entirety of
which is incorporated by reference herein.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to fingerprint recognition,
and, in particular, to an electronic device having a low-
power fingerprint recognition apparatus and an associated
control method.

2. Description of the Related Art

With advances in technology, mobile devices such as
smartphones and tablet PCs have become more and more
popular. Currently, users demand better security for their
mobile devices, and thus it is a trend to develop mobile
devices equipped with a fingerprint recognition apparatus to
identify the user. However, there is limited battery power in
mobile devices, and it has become a new topic to develop a
low-power fingerprint recognition apparatus and fingerprint
recognition mechanisms.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In view of the above, an electronic device having a
low-power fingerprint recognition apparatus and its control
method are provided in the invention, thereby reducing the
power consumption of the fingerprint recognition apparatus
in the mobile device.

In an exemplary embodiment, an electronic device is
provided. The electronic device comprises: a processor; a
fingerprint recognition apparatus comprising a plurality of
fingerprint sensing cells and a plurality of touch sensing
cells; and a housing, wherein the processor is installed inside
the housing. When an application executed by the processor
does not utilize the fingerprint recognition apparatus, the
processor controls the fingerprint recognition apparatus to
enter a power-down mode to turn off the fingerprint sensing
cells and the touch sensing cells. When the processor
receives a fingerprint recognition request signal from the
application, the processor further controls the fingerprint
recognition apparatus to enter a power-saving mode to
capture a first sensed image. When the processor determines
that the first sensed image is a fingerprint image, the
processor further controls the fingerprint recognition appa-
ratus to enter an operation mode.

In another exemplary embodiment, a control method of a
fingerprint recognition apparatus for use in an electronic
device is provided. The electronic device comprises a pro-
cessor, a fingerprint recognition apparatus and a housing.
The fingerprint recognition apparatus comprises a plurality
of fingerprint sensing cells and a plurality of touch sensing
cells, and the processor is installed within the housing. The
method comprises the steps of: controlling the fingerprint
recognition apparatus to enter a power-down mode to turn
off the fingerprint sensing cells and the touch sensing cells
when an application executed by the application does not
utilize the fingerprint recognition apparatus; controlling the
fingerprint recognition apparatus to enter a power-saving
mode to capture a first sensed image when the processor
receives a fingerprint recognition request signal from the
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application; and controlling the fingerprint recognition appa-
ratus to enter an operation mode when it is determined that
the first sensed image is a fingerprint image.

In yet another exemplary embodiment, an electronic
device is provided. The electronic device comprises: a
processor; a fingerprint recognition apparatus comprising a
plurality of fingerprint sensing cells; and a housing. The
processor is installed inside the housing. When an applica-
tion executed by the processor does not use the fingerprint
recognition apparatus, the processor controls the fingerprint
recognition apparatus to enter a power-down mode to turn
off the fingerprint sensing cells. When the processor receives
a fingerprint recognition request signal from the application,
the processor further controls the fingerprint recognition
apparatus to enter a power-saving mode and activates a
portion of the fingerprint sensing cells to capture a first
sensed image. When the processor determines that the first
sensed image is a fingerprint image, the processor further
controls the fingerprint recognition apparatus to enter an
operation mode.

In yet another embodiment, a control method of a finger-
print recognition apparatus for use in an electronic device is
provided. The electronic device comprises a processor, a
fingerprint recognition apparatus, and a housing. The fin-
gerprint recognition apparatus comprises a plurality of fin-
gerprint sensing cells, and the processor is installed within
the housing. The method comprises the steps of: controlling
the fingerprint recognition apparatus to enter a power-down
mode to turn off the fingerprint sensing cells and the touch
sensing cells when an application executed by the applica-
tion does not utilize the fingerprint recognition apparatus;
controlling the fingerprint recognition apparatus to enter a
power-saving mode and activate a portion of the fingerprint
sensing cells to capture a first sensed image when the
processor receives a fingerprint recognition request signal
from the application; and controlling the fingerprint recog-
nition apparatus to enter an operation mode when it is
determined that the first sensed image is a fingerprint image.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present invention can be more fully understood by
reading the subsequent detailed description and examples
with references made to the accompanying drawings,
wherein:

FIG. 1A is a block diagram of an electronic device in
accordance with an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 1B is a top-view diagram of the electronic device
100 in accordance with an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 2A is a diagram of the fingerprint sensor array 151
in accordance with an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 2B is a diagram of the fingerprint sensor array 151
in accordance with an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 2C is a diagram of the fingerprint sensor array 151
in accordance with another embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 2D is a diagram of the fingerprint sensor array 151
in accordance with another embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 2E is a diagram of the fingerprint sensor array 151
in accordance with another embodiment of the invention;
and

FIG. 3 is a flow chart of the control method of a finger-
print recognition apparatus in accordance with an embodi-
ment of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

The following description is of the best-contemplated
mode of carrying out the invention. This description is made
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for the purpose of illustrating the general principles of the
invention and should not be taken in a limiting sense. The
scope of the invention is best determined by reference to the
appended claims.

FIG. 1A is a block diagram of an electronic device in
accordance with an embodiment of the invention. As shown
in FIG. 1A, the electronic device 100 comprises a processor
110, a memory unit 120, a storage unit 130, a touch screen
140, and a fingerprint recognition apparatus 150. In an
embodiment, the electronic device 100 may be a smart-
phone, or a tablet PC. The processor 110 may be one or more
central processing units (CPU), general-purpose processors,
digital signal processors, or application-specific processors
which execute one or more types of computer-readable
mediums stored in the memory unit 120. The memory unit
120 and the storage unit 130 comprise one or more types of
computer-readable mediums. For example, the memory unit
120 may be a high-speed random access memory such as
SRAM or DRAM, and the storage unit 130 may be a
non-volatile memory such as a flash memory (e.g. embedded
multi-media card (eMMC)). The storage unit 130 stores the
program code of an operating system 134 such as LINUX,
UNIX, OS X, Android, i0S, Windows, or an embedded
operating system. The operating system 134 may execute a
plurality of sequences of basic system services and hardware
dependent tasks.

In an embodiment, the storage unit 130 further comprises
one or more applications 132. For example, the applications
stored in the storage unit 130 may comprise a communica-
tion application, telephone application, email application,
text message or instant message application, note applica-
tion, address book or contact list, calendar, media player, and
payment application. In an embodiment, the communication
application controls the communication sequence and
authentication sequence of the electronic device 100 while
receiving an incoming call. For example, fingerprint recog-
nition functionality is utilized to determine whether the user
of the electronic device is currently receiving the incoming
call, wherein the above-identified fingerprint recognition is
performed by the fingerprint recognition apparatus 150 and
the details will be described later. It should be noted that the
above-mentioned communication application is for descrip-
tion, and those skilled in the art will appreciate that finger-
print recognition can be used in different types of applica-
tions to increase security. In addition, the storage unit 130
further comprises a fingerprint database 136, wherein the
fingerprint database 136 pre-stores a plurality of biometric
points of at least one user fingerprint image, and the stored
biometric points are further utilized by the processor 110 to
perform fingerprint recognition to identify a user.

The touch screen 140 may detect contact and any move-
ment or break thereof using any of a plurality of touch
sensitivity technologies now known or to be later developed,
including, but not limited to capacitive, resistive, infrared,
and surface acoustic wave technologies, as well as other
proximity sensor arrays or other elements for determining
one or more points of contact with the touch screen 140.
However, the touch screen 140 may also display images
from applications 132 executed by the processor 110.

In an embodiment, the fingerprint recognition apparatus
150 comprises a fingerprint sensor array 151 having a
plurality of fingerprint sensing cells for detecting a finger-
print image of a user. For example, the fingerprint sensing
cells may be optical sensors, ultrasonic sensors, capacitive
sensors, or thermal sensors, but the invention is not limited
thereto. In an embodiment, the fingerprint recognition appa-
ratus 150 is further configured to detect whether a touch
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event takes place on the fingerprint recognition apparatus
150. In an embodiment, the processor 110 may analyze the
fingerprint image detected by the fingerprint recognition
apparatus 150, calculate biometric points of the fingerprint
image, and match the calculated biometric points with the
biometric points of the user’s fingerprint image pre-stored in
the fingerprint database 136 of the storage unit 130. When
the calculated biometric points matches the pre-stored bio-
metric points of the user’s fingerprint image, the processor
110 generates an authentication signal which is further
utilized by other applications requiring the authentication
signal in the applications 132. In another embodiment, the
fingerprint recognition apparatus 150 may optionally com-
prise a processor 152, wherein the processor 152 may be a
digital signal processor or a microcontroller, and the above-
mentioned operations performed by the processor 110 can be
executed by the processor 152.

In an embodiment, the electronic device 100 further
comprises radio frequency (RF) circuitry 160, which is
coupled to one or more antennas 165 and may allow
communication with one or more additional devices, com-
puters and/or servers using a wireless network. The portable
electronic device 100 may support various communications
protocols, such as code division multiple access (CDMA),
Global System for Mobile Communications (GSM),
Enhanced Data GSM Environment (EDGE), High-Speed
Downlink Packet Access (HSDPA), Wi-Fi (such as IEEE
802.11a/b/g/n), Bluetooth, Wi-MAX, a protocol for email,
instant messaging (IM), and/or a short message service
(SMS), but the invention is not limited thereto.

FIG. 1B is a top-view diagram of the electronic device
100 in accordance with an embodiment of the invention. As
shown in FIG. 1B, the components of the electronic device
100 shown in FIG. 1A are deployed in a housing 170. The
touch screen 140 is disposed on a first surface 180 of the
housing, and the fingerprint recognition apparatus 150 is
disposed on the side surface of the housing 170, such as any
position of the side surface 182 between the first surface 180
and its opposite surface (i.e. the side surface is perpendicular
to the first surface and its opposite surface).

FIG. 2A is a diagram of the fingerprint sensor array 151
in accordance with an embodiment of the invention. As
shown in FIG. 2A, the fingerprint sensor array 151 com-
prises a dielectric layer 154, a plurality of fingerprint sensing
cells 155, and a plurality of touch detection cells 153. For
example, each fingerprint sensing cell 155 can be imple-
mented by a capacitive electrode which may sense an
electric field to generate a second sensed image, and the
electric field sensed by each fingerprint sensing cell 155 can
be defined as an effective sensing region. Each touch sensing
cell 153 can be also implemented by a capacitive electrode,
and is configured to detect a touch event of an object (e.g.
a finger) on the electronic device 100, such as detecting
changes in the capacitance value of the capacitive electrode
to generate a first sensed image. In an embodiment, the
fingerprint sensing cells and the touch sensing cells 153 are
arranged in an array, and each touch sensing cell 153 is
interposed among four neighboring fingerprint sensing cells
155. In another embodiment, each touch sensing cell 153 is
interposed between every two neighboring fingerprint sens-
ing cells 155. In yet another embodiment, the array formed
by the touch sensing cell 153 can be interposed within the
array formed by the fingerprint sensing cells 155, and the
number of the touch sensing cells 153 is less than that of the
fingerprint sensing cells 155. That is, the resolution of the
first sensed image generated by the touch sensing cells 153
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is lower than that of the second sensed image generated by
the fingerprint sensing cells 155.

In an embodiment, a higher resolution is required for the
fingerprint sensing cells 155 to detect valleys and ridges of
a fingerprint, and thus a greater operation voltage should be
applied to the capacitive electrodes of the fingerprint sensing
cells, resulting in higher power consumption. The touch
sensing cells 153 are configured to detect touch events, and
the resolution of the first sensed image generated by the
touch sensing cells 153 is lower than that of the second
sensed image generated by the fingerprint sensing cells
while detecting fingerprint images. Accordingly, a lower
operation voltage can be applied to the capacitive electrodes
of the touch sensing cells 153. Specifically, when the elec-
tronic device 100 does not use the fingerprint recognition
functionality, the processor 110 may control the fingerprint
recognition apparatus 150 to enter a power-saving mode and
only activate the touch sensing cells 153. When the proces-
sor 110 determines that a finger is pressed on the fingerprint
recognition apparatus 150 by analyzing the first sensed
image from the touch sensing cells 153, the processor 110
may control the fingerprint recognition apparatus 150 to
enter an operating mode and activate the fingerprint sensing
cells 155.

FIG. 2B is a diagram of the fingerprint sensor array 151
in accordance with an embodiment of the invention. For
example, the resolution of the sensing image detected by the
fingerprint sensor array 151 may be up to 128x128 pixels,
and the fingerprint sensor array 151 can be divided into a
plurality of sensing blocks 157, wherein the image resolu-
tion of each sensing block 157 may be up to 32x32 pixels.
It should be noted that the numeric values of the image
resolution of the fingerprint sensor array 151 and each
sensing block 157 are for description only. Those skilled in
the art will appreciate that the resolution of the fingerprint
sensor array 151 and each sensing block can be adjusted
based on practical conditions.

In an embodiment, the fingerprint recognition apparatus
150 may stay in a power-saving mode when the fingerprint
recognition apparatus 150 is not being utilized by the
applications. In the power-saving mode, the fingerprint
recognition apparatus 150 may decrease the image resolu-
tion of the detected image in order to save power. For
example, in an embodiment, the fingerprint recognition
apparatus 150 may activate all or only a portion of the touch
sensing cells 153 of the fingerprint sensor array 151. For
example, the fingerprint recognition apparatus 150 may
activate only one of the sensing blocks 157 to detect the first
sensed image having a resolution of 32x32 pixels. The
processor 110 may determine that the object touching on the
fingerprint recognition apparatus 150 is a human finger or
other object according to the first sensed image. When it is
determined that a human’s finger is touching on the finger-
print recognition apparatus 150, the processor 110 will
activate all or a portion of the fingerprint sensing cells 155
to capture the second sensed image, wherein the resolution
of the second sensed image is higher than that of the first
sensed image.

FIG. 2C is a diagram of the fingerprint sensor array 151
in accordance with another embodiment of the invention. As
shown in FIG. 2C, in another embodiment, the touch sensing
cells 153 can be disposed between two neighboring finger-
print sensing cells 155 of the fingerprint sensor array 151.
For example, a touch sensing cell 153 can be disposed
between every two horizontally neighboring fingerprint
sensing cells 155. For those skilled in the art, it will be
appreciated that FIG. 2B and FIG. 2C are only for descrip-
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6

tion purpose, and the invention is not limited to the afore-
mentioned arrangement. In addition, the array of the finger-
print sensing cells 155 and the array of the touch sensing
cells 153 can be arranged in different ways and may have
different number of sensing cells. When the fingerprint
recognition apparatus 150 is in the power-saving mode, all
or a portion of the touch sensing cells 153 are activated to
capture the first sensed image. The processor 110 determines
whether a human finger or another object is touching on the
fingerprint recognition apparatus 150 according to the first
sensed image. When it is determined that a human’s finger
is touching on the fingerprint recognition apparatus 150 (i.e.
the first sensed image is a fingerprint image), the processor
110 will activate all or a portion of the fingerprint sensing
cells to capture the second sensed image, wherein the
resolution of the second sensed image is higher than that of
the first sensed image.

In yet another embodiment, when the fingerprint recog-
nition apparatus 150 is not being used by the applications
(e.g. the processor 110 has not received a fingerprint recog-
nition request signal), the fingerprint recognition apparatus
stays in a power-down mode. When the processor 110
receives a fingerprint recognition request signal (e.g. the
communication application receives an incoming call and
generates the fingerprint recognition request signal), the
processor 110 determines that the incoming call can be
accepted or picked up only when the fingerprint authenti-
cation is approved. Meanwhile, the processor 110 controls
the fingerprint recognition apparatus to enter a power-saving
mode, such as using the methods described in the embodi-
ments in FIG. 2B or FIG. 2C to activate all or a portion of
the touch sensing cell 153 to capture the first sensed image.
When the processor determines that the first sensed image is
a fingerprint image, the processor 110 activates all or a
portion of the fingerprint sensing cells 155, so that the
fingerprint recognition apparatus 150 enters an operation
mode to capture the second sensed image with a higher
resolution in order to perform fingerprint recognition. The
processor 110 further calculates the biometric points of the
second sensed image, and matches the calculated biometric
points with the biometric points of the user’s fingerprint
image pre-stored in the fingerprint database 136. When the
biometric points match, the processor 110 will transmit a
fingerprint authentication approval signal to the correspond-
ing application.

FIG. 2D is a diagram of the fingerprint sensor array 151
in accordance with another embodiment of the invention. In
another embodiment, the fingerprint sensor array 151 com-
prises a dielectric layer 154, and a plurality of fingerprint
sensing cells 155. It should be noted that the fingerprint
recognition apparatus 150 does not comprise the touch
sensing cells 153 as shown in FIG. 2A. That is, the finger-
print recognition apparatus 150 only comprises the finger-
print sensing cells 155. In the power-saving mode, the
fingerprint recognition apparatus 150 only activates a por-
tion of the fingerprint sensing cells 155 in the fingerprint
sensor array 151 to capture a first sensed image. The
processor 110 determines whether the object touching on the
fingerprint recognition apparatus 150 is a human’s finger or
other object. When it is determined that a human’s finger is
touching on the fingerprint recognition apparatus 150, the
processor 110 will activate all or a portion of the fingerprint
sensing cells 155 to capture a second sensed image, wherein
the resolution of the second sensed image is higher than that
of the first sensed image. For example, the first way for
activating a portion of the fingerprint sensing cells 155
indicates that the activated fingerprint sensing cells 155 are
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interleaved, and there are one or more inactivated fingerprint
sensing cells 155 between two neighboring activated fin-
gerprint sensing cells 155. For example, when the fingerprint
recognition apparatus is in the power-saving mode, the
processor 110 may activate one of every four fingerprint
sensing cells 155 to capture a first sensed image. When the
processor 110 determines that a human’s finger is touching
on the fingerprint recognition apparatus 150 (e.g. determin-
ing that the first sensed image is a fingerprint image), the
processor 110 may activate one of every two fingerprint
sensing cells 155, or activate all of the fingerprint sensing
cells 155, to capture a second sensed image having a higher
resolution.

FIG. 2E is a diagram of the fingerprint sensor array 151
in accordance with another embodiment of the invention. In
the above-mentioned embodiment, alternatively, the second
way is to divide the fingerprint sensing cells 155 of the
fingerprint sensor array 151 into a plurality of sensing blocks
such as the sensing blocks 1574-157f as shown in FIG. 3E.
Additionally, a portion of sensing blocks 157 (e.g. one or
more sensing blocks 157) are activated in the power-saving
mode to capture a first sensed image. When the processor
110 determines that a human’s finger is touching on the
fingerprint recognition apparatus 150 according to the first
sensed image, the processor 110 activates all or a portion of
the sensing blocks 157 to capture a second sensed image,
wherein the resolution of the second sensed image is higher
than that of the first sensed image. For example, when the
fingerprint recognition apparatus 150 is in the power-saving
mode, the processor 110 may activate the sensing blocks
157a, 157d, and 157 to capture a first sensed image. When
the processor 110 determines that a human’s finger is
touching on the fingerprint recognition apparatus 150 (e.g.
determining that the first sensed image is a fingerprint
image), the processor 110 may activate all of the sensing
blocks 157a-157fto capture a second sensed image having
a higher resolution.

FIG. 3 is a flow chart of the control method of a finger-
print recognition apparatus in accordance with an embodi-
ment of the invention. In step S310, when the application
executed by the electronic device 100 does not utilize
fingerprint recognition functionality, the fingerprint recog-
nition apparatus 150 (e.g. disposed on the side surface of the
electronic device 100) enters a power-down mode. For
example, in the power-down mode, the touch sensing cells
153 and the fingerprint sensing cells 155 of the fingerprint
recognition apparatus 150 are not activated. In step S320,
when the processor 110 receives a fingerprint recognition
request signal from the application, the processor 110 con-
trols the fingerprint recognition apparatus 150 to enter a
power-saving mode and activates the touch sensing cells 153
to capture a first sensed image. It should be noted that, in the
power-saving mode, all or only a portion of the touch
sensing cells 153 in the fingerprint sensor array 151 are
activated to capture a first sensed image having a lower
resolution. In step S330, when the processor 110 (or pro-
cessor 152) determines that the captured first sensed image
is a fingerprint image, the processor 110 controls the fin-
gerprint recognition apparatus 150 to enter an operation
mode. In the operation mode, the processor 110 activates all
or a portion of the fingerprint sensing cells 155 in the
fingerprint recognition apparatus 150 to capture a second
sensed image, wherein the resolution of the second sensed
image is higher than that of the first sensed image.

While the invention has been described by way of
example and in terms of the preferred embodiments, it is to
be understood that the invention is not limited to the
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disclosed embodiments. On the contrary, it is intended to
cover various modifications and similar arrangements (as
would be apparent to those skilled in the art). Therefore, the
scope of the appended claims should be accorded the
broadest interpretation so as to encompass all such modifi-
cations and similar arrangements.

What is claimed is:

1. An electronic device, comprising:

a processor;

a fingerprint recognition apparatus comprising a plurality
of fingerprint sensing cells and a plurality of touch
sensing cells; and

a housing, wherein the processor is installed inside the
housing,

wherein when an application executed by the processor
does not utilize the fingerprint recognition apparatus,
the processor controls the fingerprint recognition appa-
ratus to enter a power-down mode to turn off the
fingerprint sensing cells and the touch sensing cells,

wherein when the processor receives a fingerprint recog-
nition request signal from the application, the processor
further controls the fingerprint recognition apparatus to
enter a power-saving mode to capture a first sensed
image,

wherein when the processor determines that the first
sensed image is a fingerprint image, the processor
further controls the fingerprint recognition apparatus to
enter an operation mode to capture a second sensed
image for fingerprint authentication,

wherein the processor activates a portion or all of the
fingerprint sensing cells in the fingerprint recognition
apparatus to capture the second sensed image in the
operation mode, and wherein the resolution of the
second sensed image is higher than that of the first
sensed image.

2. The electronic device as claimed in claim 1, wherein
when the fingerprint recognition apparatus enters the power-
saving mode, the processor activates all or only a portion of
the touch sensing cells to capture the first sensed image.

3. The electronic device as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the plurality of fingerprint sensing cells are arranged in a first
array, and the touch sensing cells are arranged in a second
array, wherein the second array is interposed within the first
array.

4. The electronic device as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the application is a communication application, and the
communication application generates the fingerprint recog-
nition request signal when the communication application is
receiving an incoming call.

5. The electronic device as claimed in claim 1, further
comprising: a touch screen, disposed on a first surface of the
housing, wherein the fingerprint recognition apparatus is
disposed on a second surface of the housing, and the second
surface is perpendicular to the first surface.

6. A control method of a fingerprint recognition apparatus,
for use in an electronic device, wherein the electronic device
comprises a processor, a fingerprint recognition apparatus,
and a housing, wherein the fingerprint recognition apparatus
comprises a plurality of fingerprint sensing cells and a
plurality of touch sensing cells, and the processor is installed
within the housing, the method comprising:

controlling the fingerprint recognition apparatus to enter a
power-down mode to turn off the fingerprint sensing
cells and the touch sensing cells when an application
executed by the application does not utilize the finger-
print recognition apparatus;
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controlling the fingerprint recognition apparatus to enter a
power-saving mode to capture a first sensed image
when the processor receives a fingerprint recognition
request signal from the application; and

controlling the fingerprint recognition apparatus to enter
an operation mode to capture a second sensed image for
fingerprint authentication when it is determined that the
first sensed image is a fingerprint image;

the method further comprising:

activating a portion or all of the fingerprint sensing cells
to capture the second sensed image in the operation
mode, wherein the resolution of the second sensed
image is higher than that of the first sensed image.

7. The method as claimed in claim 6, further comprising:

activating all or only a portion of the touch sensing cells
to capture the first sensed image when the fingerprint
recognition apparatus enters the power-saving mode.

8. The method as claimed in claim 6, wherein the plurality
of fingerprint sensing cells are arranged in a first array, and
the touch sensing cells are arranged in a second array,
wherein the second array is interposed within the first array.

9. The method as claimed in claim 6, wherein the appli-
cation is a communication application, and the communi-
cation application generates the fingerprint recognition
request signal when the communication application is
receiving an incoming call.

10. The method as claimed in claim 6, wherein the
electronic device further comprises a touch screen, disposed
on a first surface of the housing, wherein the fingerprint
recognition apparatus is disposed on a second surface of the
housing, and the second surface is perpendicular to the first
surface.

11. An electronic device, comprising:

a processor;

a fingerprint recognition apparatus comprising a plurality

of fingerprint sensing cells; and

a housing, wherein the processor is installed inside the
housing,

wherein when an application executed by the processor
does not use the fingerprint recognition apparatus, the
processor controls the fingerprint recognition apparatus
to enter a power-down mode to turn off the fingerprint
sensing cells,

wherein when the processor receives a fingerprint recog-
nition request signal from the application, the processor
further controls the fingerprint recognition apparatus to
enter a power-saving mode, and activates a portion of
the fingerprint sensing cells to capture a first sensed
image,

wherein when the processor determines that the first
sensed image is a fingerprint image, the processor
further controls the fingerprint recognition apparatus to
enter an operation mode to capture a second sensed
image for fingerprint authentication,

wherein the processor further controls the fingerprint
recognition apparatus to activate an interleaved portion
of the fingerprint sensing cells to capture the first
sensed image in the power-saving mode, and

wherein the processor further controls the fingerprint
recognition apparatus to activate an interleaved portion
of or all of the fingerprint sensing cells to capture the
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second sensed image in the operation mode, wherein
the resolution of the second sensed image is higher than
that of the first sensed image.

12. The electronic device as claimed in claim 11, wherein
the fingerprint sensing cells are divided into a plurality of
sensing blocks, and the processor further controls the fin-
gerprint recognition apparatus to activate a portion of the
sensing blocks to capture the first sensed image in the
power-saving mode.

13. The electronic device as claimed in claim 12, wherein
the processor further controls the fingerprint recognition
apparatus to activate all or a portion of the sensing blocks to
capture the second sensed image in the operation mode,
wherein the resolution of the second sensed image is higher
than that of the first sensed image.

14. A control method of a fingerprint recognition appa-
ratus, for use in an electronic device, wherein the electronic
device comprises a processor, a fingerprint recognition appa-
ratus, and a housing, wherein the fingerprint recognition
apparatus comprises a plurality of fingerprint sensing cells,
and the processor is installed within the housing, the method
comprising:

controlling the fingerprint recognition apparatus to enter a

power-down mode to turn off the fingerprint sensing
cells and the touch sensing cells when an application
executed by the application does not utilize the finger-
print recognition apparatus;

controlling the fingerprint recognition apparatus to enter a

power-saving mode and activate a portion of the fin-
gerprint sensing cells to capture a first sensed image
when the processor receives a fingerprint recognition
request signal from the application; and

controlling the fingerprint recognition apparatus to enter

an operation mode to capture a second sensed image for
fingerprint authentication when it is determined that the
first sensed image is a fingerprint image;

the method further comprising:

controlling the fingerprint recognition apparatus to acti-

vate an interleaved portion of the fingerprint sensing
cells to capture the first sensed image in the power-
saving mode; and

controlling the fingerprint recognition apparatus to acti-

vate an interleaved portion of or all of the fingerprint
sensing cells to capture the second sensed image in the
operation mode, wherein the resolution of the second
sensed image is higher than that of the first sensed
image.

15. The method as claimed in claim 14, wherein the
fingerprint sensing cells are divided into a plurality of
sensing blocks, and the method further comprises:

controlling the fingerprint recognition apparatus to acti-

vate a portion of the sensing blocks to capture the first
sensed image in the power-saving mode.

16. The method as claimed in claim 15, further compris-
ing:

controlling the fingerprint recognition apparatus to acti-

vate all or a portion of the sensing blocks to capture the
second sensed image in the operation mode, wherein
the resolution of the second sensed image is higher than
that of the first sensed image.
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